INTRODUCTION
The prologue has no definite connection with the poems to which it is prefixed ; but this is common with Browning", though usually his prologues and epilogues are much slighter than in the present case.
BERNARD   DE   MANDEVILLE
Bernard Mandeville, or do Mandeville, achieved a sztcces de scandale by the publication in 1714 of his philosophical treatise, The Fable of the Bees^ or Private I/ices Public Benefits, the main thesis of which was that virtue is not natural to man, but is the invention of astute men, who have persuaded mankind in general to prefer the public interest to their own. Self-love is the one natural passion : **the moral virtues are the political offspring which flattery begot upon pride/' Honour is an invention of moralists or politicians. It is the evil qualities of men that lead to greatness, and so promote the public weal* Luxury is a vice, and without luxury we should have no trade* This cynical attack on human nature attracted much attention at the time, and was the subject of much controversy, in which Mandeville strenuously defended himself against the charge of immorality, Browning, who had given a copy of the book to his father in 1833, takes the side of Mandeville, and makes him his mouthpiece for an argument
against
** A mouth which yesterday Was magisterial in antithesis To half the truths we hold.** xv